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Infroduction

As a way of encouraging communications within the SBUG community we have decided to start a
newsletter. We will initially aim to do this on a quarterly basis following each SBUG meeting.
In the newsletter we will recap recent events and provide information of interest to our members
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News

The news section is an opportunity for organisations and members associated with the user group to let
everyone know what they are up to.

SOA/BPM Conference in Redmond

Recently the SOA/BPM Conference was held in Redmond. We believe a few SBUG members attended this
event so if you have any thoughts on this we have created a thread for any SOA/BPM Conference
discussion.

Below are some thoughts on the SOA/BPM Conference from Aino Maija Fagerlunds (CEO at Frends):

” Microsoft SOA and business process conference outcome could be summarized in a few sentences as follows: the Importance of
Enterprise Architecture (EA) was highlighted in all presentations — it’s the skeleton and framework for the future change
management. Not to mention that EA also ties together SOA and business process management, that often seems to fight with each
others. Microsoft development road map also looked very logic: the emphasis is on robust platforms: Azure and Oslo, that are
complemented with Dublin application server. Dublin seems to be intended for “self made men” — developers that want to develop
from scratch when BizTalk as a integration product is meant to companies that prefer consistent server architecture”

If there were any topics at the conference which you would like to see discussed at a future SBUG event
please let us know and we will try to make this possible.

Discussion: http://sbug.org.uk/forums/p/107/154.aspx# 154

Ascentn
Leading .NET BPMS vendor Ascentn is proud to announce the establishment of Ascentn UK.

Ascentn EMEA is announcing its further expansion into the European market place by opening a
local UK-Office.

Ascentn Corporation is a leading .NET BPMS ISV (Recognised by leading Analysts like Gartner, Butler
Group, Forrester, Bloor-Research, MacehiterWard-Dutton ...) which provides SOA-aligned and pure

.NET-based BPMS solutions to deliver business agility and manage an expanded spectrum of business
processes.

The Ascentn AgilePoint Suite provides an open, scalable and robust BPM and SOA platform that leverages
and integrates with Microsoft products and technologies. AgilePoint delivers a full life-cycle BPM solution
with an n-tier process architecture. Through reuse of IT assets as process descriptions, AgilePoint enables
business managers to create, improve and execute end-to-end business automations that support both
human workflow and automated processes and is free of rigid code generations that constrain the degree
of run-time adaptability.

For more information please visit www.ascentn.com

MVP Summit

March will see the 2009 MVP Summit being held in Seattle. There are a few MVP’s who are associated
with this user group and hopefully we will be able to bring back some good information to be the source of
future SBUG sessions.

MSDN User Groups

SBUG is now listed on the MSDN User Groups list. Hopefully this should help in continuing to expand our
membership.
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QCON & SBUG

SBUG have teamed up to be a User Group sponsor for the upcoming QCON in London. Some details
about the QCON event are below.

on

London

Sponsor at

2009

“"The third annual London enterprise software development conference designed for team leads, architects
and project management is back! There is no other event in the UK with similar opportunities for
learning, networking, and tracking innovation occurring in the Java, .NET, Ruby, SOA, Agile, and
architecture communities.

Some of our speakers for QCon London 2009 include:

Tony Hoare, Inventor of Quicksort, Turing Award Winner
Joe Armstrong, Father of Erlang

Martin Fowler, Loud Mouth on Object Design

Steve Freeman, Agile Software Development Pioneer
Michael T. Nygard, Author of "Release IT"

Rod Johnson, Creator of Spring

Dion Hinchcliffe, Web 2.0 and Social Media Industry Expert

Go to http://gconlondon.com for more info on tracks and speakers”

The QCON Event Details are:

Tutorials: March 9 - 10, 2009

Conference: March. 11 - 13, 2009

Location: Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre
More Info: http://gconlondon.com/

ED: Checkout the Member offers and Competitions section for more QCON related things.

ICS

ICS are a supported of the SOA/BPM User Group and have advised us that they have recently announced
some new programmes which may be of interest to SBUG members.

BizTalk 2009 Advantage — new seminar series by ICS Solutions
ICS Solutions have just launched their BizTalk 2009 Advantage Series.

Building on Microsoft’s value approach, this new series of free technical seminars shows how the
combination of BizTalk and other complimentary technologies can be applied to solve different business
challenges. Each event covers both theory and practical demonstrations and is designed to give you a
foundation understanding of where Microsoft’s technology fits. The events in the series are:

e Accelerating Application Integration — See BizTalk scale from tactical to strategic
e Building SOA Composite Applications - See BizTalk and SharePoint in action
e Building Process and Workflow solutions - See BizTalk and K2 in action

The details of some specific events are in the events section of the newsletter.

ICS Solutions launch new SharePoint seminars:

ICS Solutions have just announced the launch of their new SharePoint Seminar ‘The Secrets of SharePoint
Success (in a credit crunch world)’. The aims of the seminar are:
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e Learn how you can use SharePoint to deliver genuine and immediate cost reductions; improve
quality; reduce time-to-market; reduce compliance risks; and create processes of innovation for
your organisation

e See how world-class organisations have delivered successful business solutions with SharePoint

e Hear the secrets that will make your SharePoint initiative a genuine business success

The details of some specific events are in the events section of the newsletter.

Frends

Frends are a company from Finland who have participated in some user group activities at previous SBUG
events. They have sent the below news items.

New Central European Office Opened

In January Frends’ Central European location was launched in Munich, Germany. Regional operations will
be head by our management and consulting expert Thomas Grevel. Frends’ German office will pave way
for more involved collaborations with potential customers and partners.

New FRENDS Releases

FRENDS 2.3 has been shipped! The update includes performance and security enhancements, including
the capability to encrypt a user's process parameters. We recommend all of our customers to upgrade to
this version.

Version 2.4 is also currently under construction. This version will introduce better monitoring capabilities
for FRENDS and BizTalk Server installations. Its web-based monitoring tool will help operators and
administrators to easily find and react to alarming situations within the integration solution.

Now you have a chance to share with us the most common problems you have encountered in your
integration solutions, and how new monitoring tools could help you. Feel free to send all comments to
CTO Sami Tahtinen (sami.tahtinen@frends.com).

ED: Check out the member offers section for an offer relating to Frends for SBUG members.
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Review of SBUG 2008

2008 saw the launch of SBUG in about May. We have progressed well growing to about 130 members
since the launch of our website in June. We have now held 3 events which are summarised below for
those who do not already know about them.

SBUG Meeting - July 2008

In July we held our 1% meeting at the Microsoft Offices at Cardinal Place in central London. The first event
was very successful and we had approximately 30 attendees. The presentations for this session were:

Presenter Title \ Link to slides

Darren Hallet The future of SOA in http://sbug.org.uk/media/p/92.aspx
(Sungard) 2015

Andy James Composite Applications http://sbug.org.uk/media/p/89.aspx
(Solidsoft)

Robert Hogg Oslo http://sbug.org.uk/media/p/90.aspx
(Black Marble)

SBUG Meeting - October 2009

October saw the 2" SBUG event which was again held in Central London. The event attracted
approximately 45 people which was a good jump from the first event. The presentations for this event
are listed below.

Presenter Title " Link to slides
Pekka Jaarinen Introduction to Frends http://sbug.org.uk/media/p/129.aspx
(Frends)
Elton Stoneman Real world http://sbug.org.uk/media/p/129.aspx
(Edenbrook) implementation of ESB

Guidance

SBUG Xmas Meeting

On Tuesday 9" December we held the XMAS SBUG meeting. Although the attendance was a little lower
than the last few meeting mainly due to it being close to XMAS, we were still able to put together a very
successful meeting.

At the event Darren Jefford came along from Microsoft Consulting Services to hold a session where he
would extend on the recent session he held at the SOA/BPM Conference at Reading at the end of
November. In the presentation Darren revisited the demonstration he showed at the SOA Conference but
went into more detail about how he had implemented it and explained the design choices and additional
considerations which can be made when bringing the cloud services into future solutions.

If you attended the event and would like to provide feedback, or just had some general questions about
these technologies then feel free to post them to the discussion around that session:

http://sbug.org.uk/forums/p/95/138.aspx#138

I haven't got the slides yet unfortunately, but these will be made available as soon as possible.
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Planning for SBUG 2009

We are currently planning for the events we wish to hold in 2009. In order to help us target the content
of these events to what members would like to see we have created the following survey.

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=BzbHBXycfOnfcaRk4BffVA 3d 3d

If members can complete the survey then we know which topics are most popular.

Our current thoughts around these events are:

End March Real world look at implementing Geneva Framework The theme of this event is how
2009 we can secure services and deal
(specific date to | Yossi Dahan will be discussing the prototyping he has been with federated identity

be confirmed) involved in for using the beta of the Geneva framework and challenges.

provide some introductory information and architectural
considerations around Geneva.

Securing Services with Zematt and SOA Software

SOA Software will be discussing how they implemented a
project based on Zematt where SOA Software was used to
abstract the complex security implementation from the
service

Approx June Ascent
2009

Topic detail to be confirmed.
(Exact Date

TBC) Developer Track: BizTalk Testing

Michael Stephenson and Santosh Benjamin will discuss some
of the approaches, challenges and tools which are commonly
used to help testing BizTalk solutions.

Architecture Track: TBC

Approx Sept We will be looking to have 2 or 3 presentations in Sept.
2009

Approx Dec We will be looking to have a smaller meeting with some
2009 Xmas Drinks like in 2008

We also aim to hold main events approximately every 3 months.
If you are interested in presenting a session at one of these events then please contact me on:

Michael stephensonuk@yahoo.co.uk

Online Meetings

As part of extending the reach of SBUG and allowing those not based close to where events happen we
are looking into getting some online meetings setup. The other benefit of online meetings are that we can
have them more regularly and they can be short and to the point or much longer.

Some of the topics suggested previously by people have included:
e BizTalk and MsBuild/Continuous Integration
e BizTalk 2009
e Testing

Most of the topics suggested by members previously have tended to be developer focused but we would
like to see a mixture of topics.
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If you have any thoughts or ideas around the online meetings please let me know on the forums:
http://sbug.org.uk/forums/p/108/155.aspx#155

Moving North

SBUG is intended to be a country wide user group and we have been doing some background work on
running some SBUG events outside of London. Hopefully we can announce some more details on this
soon, however in the meantime could we ask current members to help us with this by doing the following;

e Encourage any colleagues who are northern based and who may be interested to join SBUG
e Let us know if you yourself are northern based and would be interested in presenting at a northern

SBUG event. The best way to do this would be to drop me an email on
michael stephensonuk@yahoo.co.uk or complete the survey mentioned earlier in this article.
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Member Profiles

In each issue we will try to have a small profile about some of our members. This will give everyone the
chance for a little self promotion and for everyone to get to know each other a little better. We will also
ask each member for their opinion on something the user group might be interested in.

Matt Gilbert

Background

I started in IT retail about 13 years ago before moving into a helpdesk role and then becoming a
Technical Consultant. I moved into development in the VB6 era and have worked with every version of
BizTalk server. I've worked with a fairly wide variety of projects and technologies so I have a pretty well
rounded experience well suited for Integration and Service Oriented projects. With that in mind, I'd
describe myself as a generalist rather than a specialist.

My current role has seen me help deploy BizTalk as the global Integration solution for EMI Music, initially
building up an internal team before an outsourcing initiative meant I was managing offshore development
and support teams. I'll be moving on soon back to a more hands-on role with a new employer, again
working with BizTalk and process automation projects.

Things I like:

Our field means being involved with and exposed to many different projects and technologies meaning
there are always new challenges and things to learn.

Building things and making them work: I think it’s infectious and I just wish what we did was more visual
so everyone could see it!

Things I Dislike:

It's not really fair to say it's a dislike but knowing what technologies to keep up with is always a
challenge. I've always to keep track of as much as possible but at some point you have to stop and take
stock, concentrating on the things that affect and interest you the most. With the changes the IT industry
is undergoing now the challenge looks set to continue!

Touching on the “"more visual” comment from above, what we do in the middle often seems like black
magic to other teams. It also took our team a long time to get recognition and trust within the IT
organisation. It's the nature of what we do I guess but it would be nice if people could see the cool stuff
we do.

Community Activities
Matt is involved in the following community projects:

Type e  Info
Blog http://geekswithblogs.net/mattjgilbert/Default.aspx

Santosh Benjamin

Background

I've been in the industry for over 12 years now. I recently joined Microsoft Consulting Services as a Senior
Consultant. Prior to joining Microsoft I worked at Agilisys as a Solutions Architect. One of my primary
projects there was the delivery of a large Biztalk based integration solution for the London Borough of
Hammersmith and Fulham. I've worked across several MS and non MS technologies in the past. My
primary specialty is in Integration and ,my product focus currently is Biztalk . I'm also very interested

in development automation and code generation and so another area that I keep upto date with is Visual
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Studio Extensibility and Software Factories. I am keen to see the Biztalk development community flourish
and be more productive with Biztalk and allied technologies. I maintain a tech blog at Wordpress and
contribute to several CodePlex projects.

I suppose i will have to talk about Biztalk since thats my core subject !!

Things I like
1. I like the way it gives a consistent approach to integration no matter where and what the systems
involved are.
2. The fact that it is much cheaper and still so much more powerful and better than many competitive
products

3. The fact that the core engine and platform is so solid that the product team can confidently look at
taking it further and wider

Things I dont like

1. There’s still way too much code involved for any non trivial solution and a very steep learning
curve for newcomers

2. There is a distinct lack of out of the box modelling tools and Software factories focussing on
Biztalk. Not many companies can afford to go in for high end third party modelling solutions on top
of Biztalk.

3. It's still hard to debug and troubleshoot and the management and administration story could be
much better.

Community Activities
Santosh is involved in the following community activities:

Type Name " Info
Blog http://santoshbenjamin.wordpress.com
CodePlex BizUnit Extensions A set of test step libraries to extend the reach and functionality of BizUnit.

http://www.codeplex.com/bizunitextensions

CodePlex Mocking Bird A tool for building mock web service endpoints

http://www.codeplex.com/mockingbird

CodePlex Project Solution Kits VSTemplates for generating Biztalk solutions and Add-ins for applying
standard settings to the solution

http://www.codeplex.com/devwizards

CodePlex BizTalk Solution Factory A set of guidance packages to generate Biztalk solutions and artefacts

http://www.codeplex.com/bsf

CodePlex WSCF Blue The WCF version of thinktecture's Web Services Contract First tool

http://www.codeplex.com/WSCFblue
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Competitions

QCON have given us a free ticket to their conference in March. If you are interested in this ticket then
please send an email to the below address indicating you would like to be included in the draw for this
ticket before the closing date.

We will put all of the names in a hat and get someone who is not a member of the user group to draw the
name of the winner of the ticket.

Email Address: michael stephensonuk@yahoo.co.uk
Closing Date: 20" February 2009

Member Offers

This section will outline any offers which are available to SBUG members.

Frends

Following on from their presentation at the October SBUG event, Frends have offered a free 1 year
evaluation edition of their software to all SBUG Members. If you are interested in using their software
then the evaluation can be downloaded from the following link:

https://secure.element5.com/esales/checkout.htmI?PRODUCT%5b300167717%5d=1&HADD%5b3001677

17%5d%5bADDITIONAL1%5d=Evaluation&js=-1

This will give you the standard evaluation, and if you email Kasia on the below email address she will
provide you with the extended license.

Kaisa.Voutilainen@frends.com

QCON Offer

QCON have offered members of SBUG a discount on attending their conference. There is a discount of
£50 available for SBUG members who wish to attend the QCON Event.

Please use promotion code SBUG to take advantage of this offer. You can register at the following link:

http://qconlondon.com/
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Upcoming Events
Below is a list of upcoming events which may be of interest to SBUG members.

Solidsoft 03/03/2009 Reading BizTalk Server 2006, This briefing will illustrate how Connecting your People,
Sharepoint and SOA Processes and Systems with Microsoft's BizTalk Server
2006 and SharePoint 2007 can help you maximise the
value of your most important assets. Solidsoft
consultants will explain the capabilities of these
technologies and illustrate them with customer
examples, best practice insights and guidance on what
investment is needed to be successful in this difficult
economic climate
For more info please refer to the following page:
http://www.solidsoft.com/Events.htm
QCon 09/03/2009 London QCON London QCON London based conference. See News section for
—--> more info.
13/03/2009
Microsoft 25/02/2009 Reading RFID Conference A Conference at Microsoft in Reading with a full day
covering aspects of RFID with BizTalk.
For more info click the link below:
http://sbug.org.uk/media/p/149.aspx
To Register use the following link:
http://msevents.microsoft.com/CUl/EventDetail.aspx2Event
ID=1032399569&Culture=en-GB
Microsoft 13/03/2009 Central Microsoft Approach to A full day conference demonstrating the vision and
London Business Process technologies in the Microsoft BPM space. For more
Management details click the below links:
Info: http://sbug.org.uk/media/p/151.aspx
To register email: i-jofost@microsoft.com
ICSs 11/02/2009 Reading Building Business More info: http://www.ics.net/biztalk-seminars.aspx
Process & Workflow
Solutions
ICS 11/02/2009 Reading The Secrets of More Info: http://www.ics.net/sharepoint-seminars.aspx
SharePoint Success
24/02/2009 Basingstoke
12/03/2009 Basingstoke
25/03/2009 London
ICS 24/02/2009 Baisingstoke | Accelerating More info: http://www.ics.net/biztalk-seminars.aspx
Application Integration
ICS 12/03/2009 Basingstoke Building SOA More info: http://www.ics.net/biztalk-seminars.aspx
Composite Applications
ICS 25/03/2009 London Building Business More info: http://www.ics.net/biztalk-seminars.aspx
Process & Workflow
Solutions
Black 13/02/2009 Bradford Windows Azure Black Marble have invited SBUG members to attend this
Marble/Mic Technical Briefing event which is to be hosted in Bradford. This event will
rosoft cover:

- Windows Azure — The operating system for the Cloud
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- .Net and Live Services — Mesh, Service Bus, Access
Control and Workflow.

- SQL Data Services and data access

- Next Steps

The briefings will consist of technical discussion, demos
and interactive discussion and will focus on what Azure
is and how it can be used as a platform for cloud-based
development. The sessions will be small, typically less
than 30, to keep the flow of conversation going, and are
suitable for Technical Decision Makers, Application
Architects, Senior Developers and CTOs. There will be
time after the event for more detailed ‘one to one’
discussions on any topics related to this session.

To register please use the following link:
http://msevents.microsoft.com/CUI/InviteOnly.aspx?Eve

ntID=EE-AA-39-11-6B-DF-F0-2D-78-12-81-55-03-49-
6A-33&Culture=en-GB

Invitation code: 5A219E

Gartner

23/02/2009
9

25/02/2009

Gartner BPM Summit

For more info please refer to the Gartner site:
http://www.gartner.com/it/page.jsp?id=685009

For more information about these events please refer to the SBUG Events forum:

http://sbug.org.uk/forums/
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Getting the most from SBUG

This section is intended to help newer members to get the most out of joining SBUG.

Connecting with other members

One of the aims of SBUG is to promote networking among people based in the UK who have an interest in
SOA and BPM topics based around the Microsoft technology stack.

In order to help you network we recommend the following things.
1. Introduce Yourself
For new members we introduced a new forum where new members can introduce themselves and just say

hi or tell other members a little more about themselves. This forum is located at the following address:

http://sbug.org.uk/forums/12.aspx

2. SBUG Profile

When you join SBUG you will have an SBUG profile created. Add some info to your profile to tell others a
little about you.

3. SBUG Events
For those of you who may not be aware we intend to hold quarterly SBUG meetings where members can
get together. We also would like to hold online meetings once we have the capability setup. Participating
in these meetings will allow you to get to know other members.

Any SBUG events will be posted to our events page: http://sbug.org.uk/events/default.aspx

4. Linked In
There is an SBUG Group on Linked In. A lot of our members use Linked In and feel free to join this group
as a way of connecting with people. The group link is:

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=147978&trk=anet ug hm

5. Your Blog

A lot of our members are keen bloggers, if you maintain a blog and would like to be listed on our blog roll
in SBUG then please email the SBUG Administrator with details of your Blog and we can add you.

The SBUG Administrator (Stephen Morgan) is available via his profile:
http://sbug.org.uk/members/sbugmaster/default.aspx

6. Forums
The SBUG forums are intended to provide a platform for discussion among UK based professionals around
SOA/BPM matters. Althought they have never quite took off in the way we would like I would encourage
all members to check them now and again and start as many discussions as you can.

SBUG Who’' s Who

If you have any problems or queries relating to SBUG the main people to contact are as follows:

Michael Stephenson | SBUG Chairman http://sbug.org.uk/members/michael-
stephenson/default.aspx

Andy James SBUG Treasurer http://sbug.org.uk/members/Andy-James/default.aspx

Stephen Morgan SBUG Web http://sbug.org.uk/members/smorgo/default.aspx
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Administrator

Elton Stoneman

SBUG Content Advisor

http://sbug.org.uk/members/EltonStoneman/default.aspx

Ayman Dabees

SBUG Content Advisor

http://sbug.org.uk/members/ADabees/default.aspx

You can contact all of us via our SBUG profile page.

Forums

The SBUG forums are there to provide members a platform for discussing SOA/BPM topics. You can also
setup subscriptions for the forums if you want to be alerted about various posts. To configure your
subscriptions please use the following link:

http://sbug.org.uk/forums/ForumSubscriptions.aspx

SBUG Blog

The main SBUG blog feed is available on the below link. This is one of the most common ways we use to
communicate information to members. Feel free to subscribe.

http://sbug.org.uk/blogs/MainFeed.aspx
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Next Issue

Hopefully you enjoyed this first issue and found it useful. If you have any feedback, ideas or would like to
have something included in future issues then please post something on the newsletter feedback forum

post.

http://sbug.org.uk/forums/p/109/156.aspx#156
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